CITIZENS ENGAGEMENT IN COMMUNITY-ORIENTED POLICING
Community-oriented policing
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      Increased social crimes and population growth in society normally create more demand for more resources and manpower to counter and enforce law and order respectively. In some communities, however, poor funding and lack of government efforts to facilitate these operations calls for co-operation between the citizens and the police or civil society to assist in dealing with such arising situations. This kind of active partnership is known as community policing. In some communities though, community policing may arise out of the rise of other problems in the community. It simply involves partnership in action among all the individuals, groups who have interests in the welfare of their neighborhood.
Citizens of a society therefore being the main beneficially of community policing should be at the Centre of the process to make it successful. Tillyer, R. (2018) argues that each step from planning to execution should involve the citizens of that community. Being the residents of the community they have some information about the issue that is being handled by either being victims or having come across some incidences of crime. This kind of information sometimes citizens are reluctant to disclose fearing their safety but in a context of operations and activities of such a partnership, they may give a lead to some crimes.
 Citizens of the community actively participate in the operations of the policing directly or indirectly. Those who may fail to go to the field during activities such as community patrols opts to donate either other resources either in monetary terms or other goods that may facilitate the community policing. The citizens also get trained and informed on how to respond in case of occurrences of any threat to their lives or the welfare of their neighborhood. These skills are expected to be passed to other members of society to improve their welfare. In many cases, without the active participation of citizens, the programs do not succeed. Jenkins, M. J. (2016)
Community policing as an idea of the citizens is provoked by experiences of the problems in society. In an effort therefore to solve these problems, assessment of the situation is very important. In the same community, some assets can be used to facilitate the program; these may either be citizens as aforementioned, natural resources or structures. Assessment therefore helps in making sure that these assets are used in handling the problems that are in that community (Tillyer, R. 2018).  Conducting this assessment lays the foundation by identifying the challenge to be addressed and methodology which is very vital in the process of solving the problem. The best method to perform this assessment is by first calling upon all the interested people who will assist in brainstorming on possible actions as well as plan for community policing stating the issues to be addressed based on their priority. 
According to Jenkins, M. J (2016). To ensure that these programs succeed it's important to ensure that there is proper engagement between the members of the community and the police or law enforcers, this creation of rapport enables easy flow of information. The citizens can volunteer to partner with police on dealing with different problems and also sharing their ideas on how to solve the challenges the community is facing. Considering in many cases the police structure may be a bit bureaucratic it is always important for citizens to negotiate for a more convenient organizational structure to make the operations friendlier to both stakeholders. 
Community policing is a strategy that is helpful to the society as in areas where it has been applied there have been either reduction of crimes or complete eradication. The program however experiences different challenges in both planning and implementation one of the major barrier to its success being hostility from community members. The operations should always be approached with complete moderation not to harm the society.
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